William Hall House
429 Second Street
Portsmouth

Sciote County ‘g
Ohio Ha i3

HABS No, OH-2309

PHOTOGRAPHS

WRITTEN HISTORLC AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

Historic American Buildings Survey

National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20013-7127



31 =
HA B
Géjﬁ};
- -ére:‘: . g;} %,:‘\\ H
. . HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY ‘-’:‘% .
WILLIAM HALL HOUSHE HABS ¥o. OH-2309

Location: 429 Second 3treet, Portsmouth, 3Seioto County, Ohio
Significance: The William Hali House i3 an example of the vernacular
architecture ¢f the region.

Deseription: The William Hall House is larger than the typical half-T house
gnd has g centrally positioned doorway. Like the hailf-I house,
however, 1t shows three openings at each level rather than the
five levels typical ¢f the full I house, The Hall House
inciludes a separate Kitchen to the back which forms an [,. The
walls are brick.

Vernscular houses, such as the William Hall house, are typical
¢f the folk housing which developed in this region in the first
part of the nineteenth century in Ohio. These single-pile,
two-story, brick houses show three or five windows across ths
front, forming & hgilf-I, or I house, and, typically, show ng
Aindows on the sides,

History: The William Hall house was built arcund 1840 in ome of Qhio's

o0lidest river communities., The confluence ¢f the Ohic and

. Scioto Rivers has seen human occupancy since Pre-Columbien
times, The Shawnees lived in g village on thz2 low-lying land

We3t of the mouth of the Scioto River from 1745-1780. A town
calied Alexandria was pilatted in that same arez in 1799 but wag
abgndoned in 1814 due to ficcding. The present community of
Portsmouth was established on the higher ground scross the
3¢cioto River on the eagtern side of the river in 1801. The
town was lzid out on & grid plsn onm the points of the compass,
and platted in 1803. 4Tter the openming of the Ohi¢ Canal in
1832, Portsmouth became an important port ¢ity and transier
point for goods brought from the morth by barge for traunsfer to
Ohig River vesgels, Iren and shee msnufacturing became
important after the Civil War.

During 1981 the Miami University faculty, art museum staif, and
students and the community at large implemented a jolnt project
to document 0id Portsmouth. The measured drawings, transmitted
#ith this data as photographs, became the focus ¢f an
exhibition at the museum. The exhibition s8is¢ included
photographs, A catalogue, Portsmouth: Architecture in an Qhig
River Town, was published t¢o accompany the exhibition.

Source: Miami University art Museum. Portsmouth: Architecture in

. gn Ohig River Town. Oxiord, Ohie, 1982.

Historian: Marion Schlefer, Juae, 1988



